Newsletter August 2022
Please send your articles for the September edition
to ringsteadnotices@gmail.com
by 26th August

www.ringsteadsharedchurch.org.uk

Programme - August 2022

Services in August
In church and by zoom
Services are led by Revd Rick Preston
unless otherwise stated:
7th 10.30am

Communion Service

14th 10.30am

Morning Service

21st 10.30am

Morning Service

28th 10.30am

Morning Service

To share in the morning services through zoom see the website
www.RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
and click on the link on the home page

First Wednesday Prayer by Zoom
Wednesday 3 August at 8.00pm
To be led by Patrick Smith
Zoom in and share!
(See zoom links elsewhere in this newsletter)

From our Minister
‘One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray,
and spent the night praying to God.’ Luke 6:12
We have been thinking about prayer during the last few services, the different ways of praying and the importance of finding the time and space to pray. But still we have to admit
sometimes we find it difficult.
If we look at scripture we can see that even Jesus had to make
time and space for prayer, whether it was finding space in a
garden, going up a mountain, or even shipping himself off on a
boat. Unfortunately, often the crowds followed even then. So
it seems even Jesus had a hard time finding space in the pressures of life to pray. But he saw it as so important that he
MADE time, even if it meant staying up all night! Now I’m not suggesting that we always go
without sleep, but it does beg the question: ‘When do we find time to pray?’
During a recent service I also asked questions about what prayer was; reflecting that it wasn’t
just about us talking, but also listening. The above passage (and its following verses) suggests
that Jesus was willing to be shaped by prayer. He had an important decision to make, in this
case he was about to choose his core team – Jesus had many disciples (learners), but he
chose only 12 apostles (messengers).
The apostles were his inner circle, to whom he gave special training and whom he sent out
with his own authority. To choose these took some careful consideration. For Jesus that was
in prayer. He took the decision to God, not in a quick prayer, but rather he took time to consider it before God, and time to allow God to influence his thinking and decision making. We
have to allow God to influence us. Part of our praying must allow time; time to be with God,
time to think with God and time to listen to God.
But even then the most crucial part is to allow that prayer to shape us. I have often heard the
phrase ‘Prayer changes things’ and I sincerely believe this to be true. But I am becoming more
and more convinced that the thing prayer changes is us! When we truly open ourselves up to
God, when we allow time for God to speak to us, we then have to allow that to make a difference - to change us, our attitudes and our actions.
If we read on from the passage above, this seems to be the exact thing that Jesus is trying to
teach his new ‘apostles’. He immediately starts to tell them how their new ‘status’ should
affect their relationships with others, and exhorting them (and us) to ‘love your enemies’ and
‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.’
It is the relationship with God, cultivated and influenced by our time in prayer that converts
us from ordinary folk to people who live as children of God – loving and merciful just like our
Father.
So let us pray, but let our prayer not just be words, let it be time with God, and an opportunity to allow God to influence and change us, that we then may also live out the call to be his
children.
Rev Rick

Wedding

Axe and Compass Quiz

The Axe and Compass
Ringstead
Quiz Night
Tuesday 2nd August 2022
Would you like to make up a team with
Rick?
Please contact Rick

Thank you
Jackie’s 80th Birthday Party
'A big 'THANK YOU' to family and friends who came from near and far for
my birthday celebration Coffee Morning for Motor
Neurone Disease research. Donations on the day
amounted to over £500 - amazing! We know there
are others who may have donated 'on line', so we
are not sure yet what the final figure will be, but
thank you everyone.
Thanks are also due to the 'coffee pourers' and 'washers up' who
worked so hard, and also folks who made cakes and cleared up afterwards
- what a lovely time it was!
Jackie Inness

Our Church Family

We again give thanks with Keith and Christine that doctors have at last made a
proper diagnosis of Keith’s problem and pray that the corrective surgery will happen very quickly and be successful.
At the Communion Service in July we were delighted to welcome Louise into full
membership of this Church. We look forward to getting to know her more and
more and to sharing together in our Christian journey.
Do drop in for coffee on Saturday mornings throughout August 10.00-11.30. We
are also inviting folk from Ukraine who have found homes in the area together
with their hosts. Please help to make them feel welcome and feel a part of the
community. Any donations will be sent to support work in Ukraine and in the
surrounding countries who are giving sanctuary to people fleeing from their
homes.
The annual Northants Historic Churches “Ride and Stride” will be on Saturday 10
September. Will you give an hour to being a host and welcoming riders and striders with a drink? There’s a list in the schoolroom for you to sign.
You may notice that Hannah and Melvyn with their 3 children have moved into
the church’s manse (51 Back Lane, next to the church). Do say ‘hello’ if you see
them.
Last, but by no means least, a big "Thank you" to Michelle who has stepped down
from the role of Deacon. For some time the demands of work and family have
made it difficult for her to give the time and attention to the role she would have
wished. We are grateful for all she has brought to the life of the church.

Mens Night Out BBQ - Thurs 11th
August 2022

Mens night out BBQ
Thursday 11th August 6.00pm for 6.30pm

Chris and June have kindly invited us
again
to their garden at 11 Carlow Road
RSVP to Peter (01933 622316)
or peter@peterdavis.net
by Sunday 31st July

£5.00 towards cost of meal,
Bring your own tipple

Ringstead Shared Church
Friends welcome

Coffee Cake Chat - Sat 20th August 2022
THE SHARED CHURCH IN RINGSTEAD

Coffee, cake and chat

Saturday 20 August
10.00 – 11.30
Seating outdoors as well as inside (weather permitting)

Drop in …. Everyone is welcome
Donations for Ukraine will be welcome
www.RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk

Ride & Stride - Saturday 10 September

Shoebox Appeal 2022
Throughout the year we have collected a
vast selection of practical items, including
scarves and hats, for our essential 'Shoebox
Appeal'.
A large number of spare items will be on display at the
church coffee morning on Saturday 17th September, for you
to collect any items you need to complete the filling of your
own shoe box. A small donation will be requested, which will
help pay for the packing and transporting of the additional
boxes.
Shoeboxes and blankets will be needed even more desperately this coming winter, and 'Link to Hope’ are raising
every possible support for the Ukrainians, as well as sending
urgently needed practical items to people in other countries,
like Bulgaria, Romania and Moldova.
Boxes must be packed in time for our Shoebox Dedication Day, on Sunday 16th October, and leaflets regarding box
content and packing requirements are available in the Schoolroom.
Please get in touch if you need further help as our boxes
and blankets are vital for those who are living in desperate
situations.
Carol 01933 460045 and Alan and Agnes 01933 624883
Team Shoebox

Readings and Readers

Rota for Scripture readings and readers
31 July 22

Angela

Luke 12.13-21

7 August 22

Agnes

Luke 12.32-40

14 August 22

Carol

Luke 12.49-56

21 August 22

Joan

Luke 13.10-17

28 August 22

Louise

Luke 14.1,7-14

Zoom in and Share in August 2022
For video click on the link.
For sound only dial in from any phone. If the connection is poor please hang
up and try one of the other numbers.

Sunday Worship
Time: meeting starts at 10.30
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84157813929?
pwd=d1l1andRT0xJNGxvZWlGM
1VySEJHdz09

Meeting ID: 841 5781 3929
Passcode: 146614
OR Dial from any phone 0203 051
2874 or 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481
5240 or 0203 901 7895 or 0131 460
1196

Sunday Special
Time: 08.00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82140913415?
pwd=NHVBR2Jlc0UvWHBUMDV
XZlFOanhKdz09

Mid Week Meetings
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82327570070?
pwd=bkthN2t3M25FSUlRYncyN
m1zSm1idz09

Meeting ID: 823 2757 0070
Passcode: 140032
OR Dial from any phone
0203 051 2874 or 0203 481 5237 or
0203 481 5240 or 0203 901 7895 or
0131 460 1196

Quiz Nights
Time: 07.45 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/87121185038?
pwd=eENvak1TazJGb0wzMlNr
Q21ybjBtZz09

Meeting ID: 821 4091 3415
Passcode: 662291

Meeting ID: 871 2118 5038
Passcode: 825926

OR Dial from any phone 0203 051
2874 or 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481
5240 or 0203 901 7895 or 0131 460
1196

OR Dial from any phone 0203 051
2874 or 0203 481 5237 or 0203
481 5240 or 0203 901 7895 or
0131 460 1196

Please keep all these links and use them from the dates stated and
until any new links are sent out.

Contacts
Minister: Revd Rick Preston
Email: minister@RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
Phone: 01933 626368
Administrator: Angela Davis
Email: secretary@RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
Phone: 01933 622316 07746 061084
Deacon:
Patrick Smith
Email: psmith.ringstead@gmail.com
Phone: 01933 624677 07906 021958
Deacon:
Mike Freeman
Email: mikefreeman705@gmail.com
Phone: 01933 389796
Deacon & Designated Person for Safeguarding:
Alexandra Rance
Email: Alexandra_bbcdn@msn.com
Phone: 07808 127676
Church website: www.RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
1st Wednesday of the month 8pm - Zoom prayer meeting
Sundays
10.30am Morning worship/teaching
Now in church and on zoom.
If you or someone you know would benefit from a phone call, please contact our minister Rick or one of the above.

Prayer - We would be pleased to join you in prayer—if you would like us to
pray for/with you, please contact any of the above.

