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Programme - Dec 2021 - Jan 2022
December In the church building
and on zoom
All services to be led by Revd Rick Preston:
DECEMBER
5th 10.30am Communion Service The Word of God - Mark 13:24-37
6.00pm

Carols Round the Tree at Dodson & Horrell

12th 10.30am Morning Service - Be Prepared - Luke 3:1-6
19th 10.30am Family Carol Service - Light of The World - John 1:1-5
24th 11.30pm Christmas Eve (evening) Communion Service on Zoom

25th 10.00am Christmas Day Service - Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)
26th 10.30am Morning Service on Zoom only - Luke 2:41-52

and in January 2022
2nd 10.30am Covenant Service with Communion
8.00pm Sunday Special (by zoom only)
9th 10.30am Morning Service
16th 10.30am Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
23rd 10.30am Morning Service

30th 10.30am Morning Service

From our Minister
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Merry Christmas.
Err hang on does that give the correct impression? Does ‘Merry’ suggest a
picture of excess alcohol and gluttony? Although for many today, this is
exactly what Christmas has degenerated into; an excuse for overenthusiastic indulgence. You see them in the supermarket with trolleys
piled high with drinks and food, enough to feed an army for a month and
supply a pub for week, rather than for themselves for a day or two! Still I
don’t think that it is quite the right picture that I should be encouraging so
let me try again!
Happy Christmas.
No, I don’t think that this is quite right either. I may be wishing that this

Christmas will be a happy one, yet for many Christmas is anything but
‘Happy’. It is sold to us as ‘A time for families’, yet there are many who are
alone, or away from their families for one reason or another. For some of
them Christmas can be the most painful reminder of how lonely they really
are. Others will be reminded of friends, family or partners that have passed
away. While all over the country cheers are being heard as children open
presents, there will be places where tears are being shed, and hearts break-

ing. Then what about the cost of Christmas? Each year the latest toy or
gadget is advertised, the ‘must have’ Christmas gift. Yet each year this also
costs more and more. No-one wants to let their children down so people
find themselves going further into debt to pay for it all. No ‘Happy’ Christmas isn’t right either. So how about …
Yuletide Greetings
Hmm now I think we are loosing the plot completely, what on earth does
yuletide say to us about the message of Christmas?
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Yet that and celebrations of ‘Winter-hiliday’; Xmas etc is becoming the norm
too. In fact I read somewhere about a conversation overheard on a bus. One
woman had seen a Christmas notice outside a church, and commented to
her friend “Oh they’re even trying to get religion into Christmas now.”
Maybe this is a reflection on the real problem. That people have forgotten
what Christmas is really about!
Christmas isn’t about the food, the family, or political correctness, no, Christmas is about God; Emanuel, no less, God with us. Yet I fear that this is not
the common experience. Christmas is the story of Christ’s birth, its his story.
Of course as we celebrate Christmas at church that’s exactly what we do, tell
the story, this year it will happen as folk follow the star; sing carols round the
tree, we will tell the story at our during the carol services and during the

midnight communion and of course Christmas Day. Times to recall the reason for the season. Yet in our society the idea of God with people, coming
into the world to be alongside people still seems forgotten
John's Gospel, in good story tradition, opens with the words ‘In the
beginning...’ It’s not a new story, it reaches back into eternity, it is rooted in
history, yet it is still relevant to us in the Narnia stories, today and, when
history runs out of time, His story continues. Then, as C S Lewis put it each

chapter is better than the last.
John never tired of telling Christ's story, so that others could enjoy
friendship with God.
So this Christmas let us remember the true meaning of Christmas and be
prepared to tell HIS STORY.
Invite your friends to 'make Christmas His story' with you - so that His story
may make your Christmas and theirs.
Rev Rick

Christmas Light Switch On

Follow the Star
Come on a journey
to find the Good News

You will need

a smart phone with a QR Code reader app installed

a guide to the stops on the journey

When?
Sunday 12 December to Twelfth Night

Where are the guides?
The Shared Church, Ringstead Post Office and the shop

The journey has been devised by
The Shared Church in Ringstead

www.ringsteadsharedchurch.org.uk

Church Family
Here we are at the end of 2021 and the start of 2022. The year just ending
has been strange, locked down for half the year and then released into a
world which feels somehow different. For some it has been a year of
sadness and emptiness. As a Church we found that sharing in worship and
learning through zoom could (unexpectedly for some) be rewarding but for
most of us the opportunity to return to the church building was welcomed.
The fact that we can now choose whether to come together in church or
through zoom has become a bonus.
The most amazing thing is that we were able to navigate through settlement in such different times and Rick accepting our call to ministry here
was the boost we all needed. But it has still been a strange time with Covid
never far away.
So we look forward to 2022 and all its unfolding opportunities to share the
love of God with our neighbours.
At the same time we are concerned for those whose health isn’t what it was
and for those who have decided the time has come to step away from some
commitments. The ladies who have catered so wonderfully for Lunch Club
(Jean, Glennis, Sandra and Ruth) are among them. We are so grateful for
their huge contribution and will miss them. (Note … if Lunch Club is to start
again we need people to cater. Please pray about this.)
We continue to remember Marion who was recently admitted to hospital
with a chest infection.
During January we shall remind ourselves that the Christian mission in
Ringstead is not solely The Shared Church, to work closely with the Parish
Church will best serve the purposes of God. We shall welcome friends from
St Mary’s to share morning worship with us on Sunday 16 January.
Finally a Christmas reminder - if you would like to send Christmas greetings to everyone in our Church Family your card or message can be put on
the noticeboard in the schoolroom.

Happy Christmas everyone and God’s blessings on all in 2022.

Christmas Services 2021

C HRISTMAS S ERVICES
Sunday 19 December
10.30am Family Carol Service
Mulled ‘wine’ and mince pies
(also live on zoom)

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Communion Service (by zoom only)

Christmas Day
10.00am “Come and Worship the New Born King”
For all the family (also live on zoom)

Boxing Day (Sunday 26 December)
10.30am Morning Service (by zoom only)

Christmas
Christmas
at The Shared Church in Ringstead
Sunday 12 December
6.00pm Switching on the lights at The Shared Church

Sunday 12 December onwards
“Follow the Star” Christmas Story Trail.
Collect your Journey Plan from the Shared Church schoolroom,
the Post Office or village shop

Thursday 16 December
2.30pm “Carols for All” and mince pies

Sunday 19 December
10.30am Family Carol Service (also live on zoom)

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Communion Service by zoom only

Christmas Day
10.00am “Come and Worship the New Born King”
For all the family (also live on zoom)

Boxing Day (Sunday 26 December)
10.30am Morning Service by zoom only
For the zoom link, use this QR code
or see The Shared Church website:

www.RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk

Countdown to Christmas & Wed @ Eight
Each year as we approach Christmas it seems that we get busier and busier.
Too much needs doing and sorting, and I guess that there is no escaping
that. Yet as well as all the things we ‘need to do’ we also should be preparing spiritually. So this year I want to invite you to join with me in a church
advent calendar.
I have prepared a series of bible readings and reflections, one for each day
of Advent (excluding Sundays when the Sunday service counts as our reflection instead!).
I have taken a narrative telling of the Christmas story as a basis for the series, then selected an appropriate bible reading and added a comment.
The result is a kind of Commentary on the Christmas story which I hope you
find informative and thought provoking.
I encourage you not only to read the passage but also to think about the
things you read. Then join us each Wednesday evening as we share our
thoughts and inspirations that we can encourage each
other too. (Since we are all following the same readings, if you cant make
the Wednesdays, you could still share your thoughts with someone else!)
So I hope you will enjoy this experience as we ‘prepare for Christmas’ together.
Rev Rick

Wednesdays @ Eight By Zoom
1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December
The “Advent Calendar” is short daily devotions
throughout Advent. It will be made available a
week at a time each Sunday.
5th, 12th, 19th and 26th January - A topic for the new year.

Coming in January 2022
Christian Unity
Sunday 16 January 2022 at 10.30am
Our Friends from St Mary’s will join us for a shared service.

Time Together
Likely to be Wednesday 26 January 2022. More details later

Zoom Quiz Night
Friday 27th January 2022
At 7.45pm
A fun evening for all the family
Will you devise a round?
Please contact Angela

?

Zoom in and Share in Dec/Jan
For video click on the link.
For sound only dial in from any phone. If the connection is poor please hang
up and try one of the other numbers.

Sunday Worship
Time: meeting starts at 10.30
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/84157813929?
pwd=d1l1andRT0xJNGxvZWlGM
1VySEJHdz09

Meeting ID: 841 5781 3929
Passcode: 146614

Wednesday @ Eight
Time: meeting starts at 8.00pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82327570070?
pwd=bkthN2t3M25FSUlRYncyN
m1zSm1idz09

Meeting ID: 823 2757 0070
Passcode: 140032

OR Dial from any phone 0203 051
2874 or 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481
5240 or 0203 901 7895 or 0131 460
1196

OR Dial from any phone
0203 051 2874 or 0203 481 5237 or
0203 481 5240 or 0203 901 7895 or
0131 460 1196

Sunday Special

Quiz Night 27th January

Time: 08.00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82140913415?
pwd=NHVBR2Jlc0UvWHBUMDVXZl
FOanhKdz09
Meeting ID: 821 4091 3415
Passcode: 662291
OR Dial from any phone 0203 051
2874 or 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481
5240 or 0203 901 7895 or 0131 460
1196

Time: 7.45pm
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/87121185038?
pwd=eENvak1TazJGb0w
zMlNrQ21ybjBtZz09
Meeting ID: 871 2118
5038 Passcode: 825926

Please keep all these links and use them from the dates stated and
until any new links are sent out.

Contacts
Minister:

Revd Rick Preston
Email: minister@RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
Phone: 01933 626368
Administrator: Angela Davis
Email: secretary@RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
Phone: 01933 622316 07746 061084
Deacon:
Patrick Smith
Email: psmith.ringstead@gmail.com
Phone: 01933 624677 07906 021958
Deacon & Safeguarding Trustee:
Michelle Shaw
Email: michelleLshaw5@gmail.com
Phone: 07534 560274
Deacon & Designated Person for Safeguarding:
Alexandra Rance
Email: Alexandra_bbcdn@msn.com
Phone: 07808 127676
Church website: www.RingsteadSharedChurch.org.uk
Wednesdays

8.00pm

Bible Study Via Zoom

Sundays

10.30am

Morning worship/teaching
Now in church and on zoom.

If you or someone you know would benefit from a phone call, please contact
our minister Rick or one of the above.

Prayer - We would be pleased to join you in prayer—if you would like us to
pray for/with you, please contact any of the above.

